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Introduce Yourself
• Use the chat feature to share 

your name and organization
• Tell us: what you are passionate 

about advocating for?

Hello! My name is



Goals for Advocacy 101
• Build basic advocacy skills
• Develop understanding of 

democratic processes
• Learn about upcoming 

behavioral health legislation
• Promote civic engagement
• Give confidence to beginners in 

their advocacy journey



What is Advocacy?

Raising 
Awareness

Coalition 
Building

LobbyingMedia 
Campaigns

Strategic 
Timing



State of Rhode Island

•Executes laws, Proposes budget
•Administration of the State: DHS, DCYF, RIDE, EOHHS, 
RIPTA, DoH, DOT, DLT, DEM, EMA

Executive
Governor

State Departments

• Creates laws, Develops budget
• Represents population

Legislative
Senate

House of Representatives

• Interprets laws
• Superior Court, Family Court, District Court, Workers’ 

Compensation Court, Traffic Tribunal

Judicial
Supreme Court
Lower Courts



Bill Drafting

House Introduction Senate Introduction

Committee Action Committee Action

Floor Action Floor Action

Sent to Senate Sent to House

Committee Conference

Bill Becomes LawVetoed

Sent to Governor

Track Legislation at 
status.rilegislature.gov



Behavioral Health Legislation
• What are the behavioral health 

legislative priorities?
• What does behavioral health 

legislation affect? 
• Other legislative priorities



What You Can Do
• Advocate
• Behavioral Health Funding

• Attend events
• Meet with your legislators to 

advocate
• Tell your family and friends 

about the importance of mental 
health and why funding is critical
• Vote in elections



What You Can Do: Softedge
• Softedge 
• Capabilities
• Check out how easy 

it is…

https://www.hhpartners.org/advocacyandlegislation


Upcoming Events
• March 11, 12pm MHARI and 

NAMI Rhode Island virtual policy 
briefing
• March 22, 7:45am Legislative 

Breakfast at Thrive Headquarters 
for Kent County Legislators
• May 1, 1pm State House 

Lobbying Day with Horizon 
Healthcare Partners



Resources
• Kyle Bennett 

kyle.bennett@unitedwayri.org
• Karen Jefferys

kjeffreys@hhpartners.org
• Ellijah McLean

ellijah.mclean@unitedwayri.org
• Peggy Desjarlais

peggy.desjarlais@unitedwayri.org

• RI General Assembly
• United Way of RI ADVOCATE
• Horizon Healthcare Partners

https://www.rilegislature.gov/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.unitedwayri.org/get-involved/advocate/
https://www.hhpartners.org/advocacyandlegislation

